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International Conference on Posthumanism, Cybernetics and Human Rights at JGND PSOU

School of Languages and Public Relations Cell, Jagat Guru NanakDev Punjab State Open University

(JGND PSOU), Patiala organized a two-day International Conference on “Posthumanism,

Cybernetics and Human Rights™. The conference commenced with the Inaugural Session at the

university’s administrative block. The inaugural session was presided over by Prof. Karamjeet Singh,

Vice-Chancellor, JGND PSOU, Patiala. In his Presidential Address, Prof. Karamjeet Singh talked

about the connection between rationality and morality in the technologically advanced times. “The

convergence of new technologies and cognitive sciences blurs boundaries between man and

machine. The deliberations on Posthumanism, culture and identities will provide insights for ethical

ways to manage a balance in societies of the digitalized world,” he said.

Prof. Nibir K. Ghosh, Chief Editor, Re-Markings, delivered the Keynote address titled “Freedom

from Fear: Literature and Human Rights”. Alluding to the instances of infringement of human rights,

Prof. Ghosh accentuated the role of literature in sensitizing masses about examining life on ethical

principles. Prof. Anita Singh, Dept. of English, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi, drew the

attention of the participants to the interrelationship of Gender, Technology, and the Body. Prof.

Parmod Kumar. School of Humanities, IGNOU, New Delhi, deliberated on “Writings from the

Margins™. Prof. Desmond Kharmawphlang, North Eastern Hill University, Shillong, presented a

discourse on “The Tradition of Khasi Tiger People”. “Tigers occupy a significant role in Khasi

mythology. The folklore of Khasis reveals a subtle convergence of several perceptual and emotional

features of the relationship between humans and tigers,” he said. He highlighted the socio-cultural

and religious aspects of the Khasi community at an intersection with the dynamics of non-

technological Posthumanism. Dr. Sangeeta Taak, Rajiv Gandhi National University of Law, Punjab,

talked about the threats to the realization of human rights in times of surveillance. She emphasized

on the need to evolve policies to protect sensitive information of those using the platforms of
Facebook, Twitter, and other social media platforms.

Prof. Tejinder Kaur, RIMT, chaired the Plenary Session. She spoke about the digital divide and the

need to humanize oneself in the post-human times. Dr. Navleen Multani, Head, School of
Languages. JGND PSOU, spoke about the quantum leap of science and technology, denigration of
human body, human society and human habitat. “When human beings are simply sublimated into

data, identities and rights are lost amid the mega data of the post-human world,” she said. Prof.

Gurdip Singh Batra, Dean Academic Affairs, JGND PSOU, and Prof. Manjit Singh, Registrar, JGND

PSOU were present during the inaugural session. Researchers and faculty members from different

institutes from India and abroad made presentations during the technical sessions. The sessions were

moderated by Dr. Shefali Bedi, Mrs. Parampreet Kaur, and Ms. Charvi. /u‘/\
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CONFERENCE ON
POSTHUNMANISIV

FPatiala: The School of
Languases and Public
Relations Cell, Jagat Guru
Nanmnak Dev Punjab State Open
University, organised a two—
day intermnational conference
on posthumanism, oybermetics
and human rights. Presiding
over thhe conference, Vice—-
Chancellor Karamijeet Singh
discussed thhe connection
between rationality and
morality in the technologlcally
advanced times. Prof Anita
Sinsh from the Department of
English, Banaras Hindu
University, Varanasi,
discussed thhe inter—
relationship of sender,
technolosy and the body. Prof
Desmond Kharnmawphilangs
from North Easterm Hill
University, Shillong, presented
a discourse on the tradition of
Hhasi tiger peoplie whiile
Sangeeta Taak from Rajiv
Gandhi National Universsity of
Law discussed the threats to
realisation of human rights in
tTimes of surveillance. TS
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