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Seminar on International Mother Language Day at JGND PSOU

School of Languages, Jagat Guru Nanak Dev Punjab State Open University (JGND PSOU)
organised seminar on “Punjabi Language: Present and Future” in observance of International
Mother Language Day.Prof.Rajinderpal Brar, Dean Languages, Punjabi University, Patiala was the
keynote speaker. Mr Darshan Buttar, Sahitya Akademi award winning poet, was the Guest of
Honour. Dr Ravinder Singh, Civil Servant, Central Digital and Data Office, London (UK) was
special guest on the occasion.

Prof Brar emphasized on the need to maintain linguistic diversity. Delving into the present
ecology of Punjabi language, he underscored the importance of providing preliminary education in
mother tongue. "There is a dire need to eliminate biases attached to language use. Language belongs
to speech community and not a particular faith," said Prof Brar. Elaborating on the role of mother
language in enhancing competence, Prof Brar apprised the audience about Punjabipedia.

Mr Darshan Buttar drew attention of participants to richness of Punjabi language. Soul-
stirring renditions of introspective compositions by Mr Buttar enthralled the audience.

Dr Ravinder Singh spoke about challenges in learning of Mother Language in UK. He also
emphasized on the manner in which technology can enable language learning.

Prof Gurdip Singh Batra, Dean Academic Affairs, JGND PSOU, dwelled on importance of
observing a day dedicated to Mother Language. Dr Navleen Multani, Head, School of Languages,
while extending vote of thanks said, “ It is the responsibility of language users to make special
efforts for proliferation of Mother Language. Cultures that remain connected to mother language
also preserve traditions and practices of their speech community.” Dr. Dharminder Singh, Assistant

Professor in Punjabi, coordinated the event. Faculty and staff of JGND PSOU, State College of

Education. learners of Shikshadaat participated in the seminar.
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SEMINAR ON
PUNJABI LANGUAGE

Patiala: The School of |
Languages, Jagat Guru Nanak
Dev Punjab State Open
University (JGND PSOU),
organised a seminar on
“Punjabi Language: Present
and Future” to observe
International Mother Language
Day. Prof Rajinderpal Brar,
Dean Languages, Punjabi
University, emphasised on the
need to maintain linguistic
diversity and to provide
preliminary education in
mother tongue. TNS



