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University Grants Commission
Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg
New Delhi-110 002

F. No. UGC/DEB/ 2013
Dated 14.10.2013

The Registrar/Director

Of all the Indian Universities ‘
(Deemed, State, Central Universities/
Institutions of National importance)

Subject: Equivalence of Degrees awarded by Open and Distance Learning
(ODL) Institutions at par with Conventional Universities/ Institutions

Sir/ Madam,

There are a number of Open and Distance Learning Institutions (ODLIs) in
the country offering Degree/ Diploma/Certificate programmes through the mode of
non formal education. These comprise Open Universities, Distance Education
Institutions (either single mode or dual mode) of Central Universities, State
Universities, Deemed to be Universities, Institutions of National Importance or any
other Institution of Higher learning recognized by Central/State/Statutory
Council/Societies registered under the Society Registration Act 1860.

2. A circular was earlier issued vide UGC letter F1 No- 52/2000(CPP-II)
dated May 05, 2004 (copy enclosed) mentioning that Degrees/Diplomas /
Certificates/ awarded by the Open Universities in conformity with the UGC
notification of degrees be treated as equivalent to corresponding - awards of the
traditional Universities in the country,

3. Attention is also invited to UGC circular No F1-25/93(CPP-1I) dated 28"
July 1993 (copy enclosed) for recognition -of degrees and diplomas as well as
transfer of credit for courses successfully completed by students between the two
types of universities so that the mobility of students from Open University stream
to traditional universities/ institutions is ensured without any difficulty.
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4. The Government of India, in exercise of its power conferred under section 20( 1)
of UGC Act 1956, issued directions dated 29™ December 2012 entrusting UGC with
the fesponsibility of regulating higher education programme in open and distance
learning (ODL) mode. Consequently, Universities/ Institutions desirous of offering
any programme through distance mode would require recognition of UGC.

5. Asyou are aware, the Government of India has envisaged a greater role for the
Open and the Distance Education System. The envisioned role may be fulfilled by
recognizing and treating the Degrees / Diplomas/ Certificates  awarded through
distance mode at par with the degrees obtained through the formal system of education.
Open and Distance Education System in the country is contributing a lot in expansion
of Higher Education and for achieving target of GER, without compromising on
quality. Non recognition/ non equivalence of degrees of ODL institutions for the
purpose of promotion/ employment and pursuing higher education may prove a
deterrent to many learners and will ultimately defeat the purpose of Open and
Distance Education.

6. Accordingly, the Degrees/ Diplomas/ Certificates awarded for programmes
conducted by the ODL institutions, recognized by DEC (erstwhile) and UGC, in
conformity with UGC Notification on specification  of Degrees should be treated as
equivalent to the corresponding awards of the Degree/Diploma/Certificate of the
traditional Universities/ institutions in the country.

(Vikram $ahay)\4 \""l
Director(Admn)
Tel: 011 2323 0405
Email: vikramsahay7@gmail.com

Encl: As above

Copy to:

1. Secretary, Government of India, Ministry of Human Resource Development,
Department of Higher Education, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi-110 001.

2. Secretary, All Indian Council for Technical Education, 7" Floor, Chandra Lok
Building, Janpath, New Delhi.

3. Secretary, Association of Indian Universities, AIU House, 16 Comrade Indrajit
Gupta Marg (Kotla Marg), New Delhi-110002.



N, » .
- R Sl
ot 232343€1, 23232705, 23237721, 23234116

' q _';1,:5:31&?::"-7*"%‘;‘;«.‘.;1 ¥R .l , TRV s
7€ Reel710 o002

ILISTRL 23232157, 23234TA% 2121003 -

~  UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION
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F1-52/2000(CPP-II) | April, 2004
f .
| | - 95 MAY 2004
The Registrar/Director i
of all he Indian. Universities
(D‘egmgd, S,ta,te;:Cenlral Universities/
lnstttutio’ns: of Nétional_importance) L

Récqgnition-of Degrees awarded by Open Universities.

Sub}ecf;‘; k

sities in‘th{g- country-offering venous
rion-formal _education. The Open
country by.an Act of Parliament or

SirMadam, , ,

- Thére:dre a nufiber of open Univer
degrees/diploma..through the mode of
Universities-have. been esteblished in the
State Legislaiure in"accordance with ine provisions. coiitzined.if Sectinn i) of
Univé"r_'gity;G ants Commission Act, 1956. These universities -are, theretore.
empowered toaward dégrees in terms of Section 22(1)’of thé. UGG Act, 1956.

A circular was earlier issued vide UGC letter N.F.1-8/92(CPP) dated
February,1992 mentioning that the Certificate, Diplomas and Degrees awarded
Oy indita Gandhi Nzticnal Open University are to be treated equivalent fo the
Ui ESPonaing awards of the Universilies in the country.

Attention is further invited to UGC circular No.F1-25/93(CPP-Il) daiec =
July, 1993 (copy enclosed) for recognition of degrees and diplomas as ws!i
transfer of credit for courses successiully completed. by students between
two types of universities so that the mobility of students from Open University
stream to traditional Universities is ensured without any.aifiiculty.

The UCC has sperified the nomenclature of degrees under Section AVHCH B
the UGC Act, 1956 to ensure mandaioly requirements vi-. MU0 s L
academic inputs required for awarding such degress A copy ui Coozus
Notification regarding specification ¢1 degrees issued vide No. 1.82/07(0re i
foted Riet anuary 2004 is encosed The deiai's are aleo ziven in LG Ve

sile” www.uqc.ac.in
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Yours faithfully,
~ pal
./“'?yx/\.‘ -Bi—j”

: (Dr.[Mrs.]Pankaj Mittal)
' ~Joint Secretary

e

Delhi-110001.~ ~" 7% . :

2. The Secretary;-Au -India “Council-for Technical Education, |G Sports Complex.
Indraprastha Estata, New Delhi-110002. ’

5. The Sccretary, Asgociatior of Indian Universities {A) 16 Convage Indern Ly
Marg (Kotla Marg),‘New Delhi-1 10002; 1

4. The Secretary; National Council for Teacher. Edudation, 1.G. Stadium, | p, Estate,
New.Delhi-110002... .. .- SRS

- The Dirceter f Tistance . Cdues

- .Delhi110068:x - R S ,

6. TheVice“chancellor Indira ‘Gandhi National Opeh University, Maidan Garhi New
Delhi-110068 L

7. The Vice-chancellor Dr. B.R::Ambedkar Open University, Rozs Nec.46. Jubilee
Hills, Hyderabad—500033(Ah‘dh’ré Pradesh) '

8  The Vice-chancellor Nalanda' Open University, West Ganan Mzidar Dot
800001(Bihar) - a

S The Vica.rhanecaliny Dr’ Babzeahsh Amheclor Cran Unisroiy b,
Ahmedabad-S&’OOOB(Gujarat)

10, The Vice-chantellor Karnataka State Open Ugiversity, Manasagangotm, Mysurc-
570006(Kama*’iaka) : '

11, The Vice-chancellor Yashwant Rao Chayaqf\ﬂ;a%ha_rash'fa Crcen University, Nazn:n
422222(tv28harashtra) o T

12 The Vicp,—chancellnr, Kota- Oy
University), Kota-32401 U(Rajasthan.

12 The Vice chancellor Ncteji Subhash Open University, Hoinei. - 703C20 (i
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pen_ Yniversity - (Vardhaman Mzhaveer  Qpen

Bengal)
14, ThegVicc-ChanccHor, Madhya Prudesh Bhoj(Open) Univers:y, Bhopal-16.2011
™MP) -
D vy A
(VK. Jaiswal)
LIl / Under Secretary
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R.P. Gangurde )
Additional Secretary
Tel.Np.33!9659

D.O.ND.F.}-QS/QS(CPF—II) July, 1503

Dear vicg Chancellor,r _ZjijfU{ }383

As You. arpe dwsre, the DOpen _Universities have been
establ {shed in the country by 3z, Act of Parlfament OFr  State
Lagislature in 2ccordance witp the Provis{ong Contained o,
Secéion T2(F) o University Grants Commission Act, 185¢,
TNess univevsities are, therefore. €Bpovered to avarg degreeg
in terms: of Section 22 (1} of the UGC Act, 1956 .

It has bean brought tgo the notjyce of the Comaf{sgign that
the Studentsg vho havye done theitr M.A, from open
univsrsities are debarned by universlt!es from registration
for Ph.p. studies." This g Most unfair jp, view of the
impartince ittached to the Open University and distance
Iearnfng {n Nationg) Po!lcy on Educa:{on, 1566, The Frogr&m&e
Q¢ Aatian~02 alggp aims gt promotlng the aobiitty of Students
among open Universitiesg and among the trad{tions:
univsrﬁitias. This cap be made Possible only when there js 4
YOrkable underStanding between Oopen Universitijes aod
traditional Unilversi{tyag for Tecognition of €3ch  otherrs
degreesg on reciproca] basgi{g, A Hemorandum of Understand!ng
hasg alveady bean signed between University of Pondicherry and
Indira Gandh{ Nationg] Open University vhich Provides ¢4,
FREQENIt:gn Q¢ @ach Atherlg degreeg and diplomag as wel] ;¢
transfer of creditg for Courgeg successfu[!y Completed by
ftudsntsg betwaen the tygq universit!es. The other Unlversitiec
may algg make sim{}arp arrangementg S0 that the mo bi1ity o

8tudents from Open Universlty Stream to tradit{ons;

l fiape that ¢oyp univevsity “Ill mape Necessary efforte
in this diirection and let‘;he Coamission know the Progress.

Yaurg sineersly,
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